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Dear Parents, 

Welcome to Castle Heights!  Whether this is your first year with us or you are a returning family, we are thrilled to have 
the opportunity to support your child as they grow and develop into a competent and productive member of the Castle 
Heights community.  We hope that you and your family have had an exciting but restful summer vacation, and are ready to 
begin a rewarding school year.  We are a high achieving school, providing a rigorous academic program for your child. 
We have a dedicated, experienced staff and two supportive parent groups, “Friends of Castle Heights” and PTA, who work 
hand in hand with the staff to ensure that your child is immersed in an engaging school program.  We also have various 
other councils and committees to enhance our students’ educational experience.  Without your involvement, we simply 
cannot offer your child these wonderful opportunities.  With your involvement, we can do amazing things!
To accomplish this, we will need to work together.   We ask you to join us in a partnership to ensure that all our children 
receive the best education possible. 

VIRTUAL START TO THE SCHOOL YEAR:  As we are all aware, we will begin the 2020 - 2021 virtually due to the 
world-wide COVID pandemic.  Students at Grade K will receive 180 minutes of instruction, Students at Grades 1 – 3 will 
receive 230 minutes of instruction, and Students at Grades 4 – 5 240 minutes.  These instructional minutes are consistent 
across the state and mandated by AB 77.  Your student will additionally be able to interact with his/her classroom teacher 
during Office Hours, held Tuesday through Friday.   We have virtual activities planned to engage families and continue to 
develop the Castle Heights Culture, critical to our identity as a school community.  

PARENT PORTAL ACCOUNT:  More than ever, due to the virtual nature of our instructional program this year, 
enrollment in the Parent Portal is ESSENTIAL.  The Portal will provide a conduit through which vital information will be 
shared with families, and will additionally allow you to view critical information such as assignments, grades and 
attendance records.   If you do not have a Portal Account, email us at info@castleheightselementary.org for your student’s 
identifying information and directions for Portal enrollment.  

PARENT COUNCILS:  Various parent councils and committees are in place at our school.  They are a very necessary 
part of our school community and it is important that parents participate.  Although positions on these groups are elected, 
we invite all parents to attend. The Local School Leadership Committee will meet approximately two hours each month.  
Elections for parent members of this Committee will be held in October, and we will be seeking four parent 
representatives. There will be an Orientation in September for the English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC), which 
will be an excellent opportunity to become familiar with the purpose and goals of this group.  ELAC elections will be held 
shortly after the Orientation.  You will receive additional information in the weekly Thursday folders.

CASTLE HEIGHTS PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA) AND FRIENDS BOOSTER CLUB:  Our PTA 
and Booster Club benefit from your active participation in providing exciting activities and support for your children.  You 
will be receiving more information, as well as membership forms, in our opening packet.

CASTLE HEIGHTS VALUES:  As a school and as a community dedicated to enriching the lives of our students, Castle 
Heights is in a continual process of defining the values we hold, and of demonstrating those values through our actions.  
We will continue to work with our students to act in accord with three essential values that we believe are crucial in the 
healthy development of our children and crucial to a robust and successful school.  We ask you to reflect on their place in 
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fostering a strong academic and social environment for your child to learn and grow. The three values are:
● Respect
● Gratitude
● Investment

Your support in modeling these values is critical, so that together we can provide your child the best possible educational 
experience. 
Respect – We want our children to have strong and supportive relationships. To do this, they must know how to respect 
themselves and others. As the adults that model this essential value for our children, we must treat all members of the 
Castle Heights community, adult and child, with the respect that we would appreciate. We can all assume good intentions, 
and work together to overcome obstacles that are bound to come up. By doing this, not only when everything is going 
smoothly but also in tough moments, we can truly demonstrate our commitment to the value of respect.  This value 
includes, too, respect for the school plant itself.  
Gratitude – Gratitude and appreciation are practices that expand the positive in our lives, and we believe that this value is 
one of the most important values that we can teach and model for children.  Gratitude helps to build resilience, which 
enables us all to navigate the turbulent waters that sometimes come in life.  There is so much to be grateful for in life, and 
particularly at Castle Heights, if we decide that we will spend some time and energy cultivating a steady focus on the gifts 
that we have. Gratitude also allows for a more cohesive and kind community, which Castle Heights always strives to be.
Investment – One of the greatest strengths that we can instill in our children is the ability to grow deep and meaningful 
roots within their lives.  Investment in life’s experiences is foundational to transformative growth.  When we impart the 
value of pursuing quality and excellence, we support our children in creating that same quality and excellence in their own 
lives through hard work and dedication.  I ask you to consider the kind of elementary school experience that you want for 
your child.  I ask you to demonstrate the value of commitment by investing yourself within our community, the place 
where your child receives her/his foundation for life.  I am confident that this participation will benefit both you and your 
student.  My goal for this year is for each family to demonstrate their investment in Castle Heights in some way.  
Our theme for this year is “Action,” and we will develop projects and programs that allow students to demonstrate these 
values for the collective good of the school community.

Together, all of the adults within our community can invest in Castle Heights, appreciate one another and respect one 
another, and therefore teach our children invaluable life lessons.  We are all familiar with the old saying that children learn 
by following the example of our actions, more than listening to our words.  Let’s teach them these values by being strong 
examples!

Please remember that our entire staff is truly dedicated to providing your child/ren with the best education possible.  With 
your support, cooperation and involvement we, as a learning community, can make a difference.  We wish to thank you in 
advance for keeping Castle Heights Elementary School a safe, productive and successful educational environment.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please call (310) 839-4528 or contact me via email at LWB2035@lausd.net.  Through 
open communication we are able to resolve any issues that might arise.

Warmly,

Linda 
Linda Beck
Principal

 


